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February 27, 2016 

Dear Hyde Park Vineyard Family and Friends, 

On Thursday, our partners came together to 
pray and vote on a key moment in our church's 
history. Based on the results, we are moving 
forward with the contract for purchasing the 
building at 5335 S Greenwood Ave. Though 
excitement is high and possibilities are great, 
there's still work to be done, and we need 
everyone's help. 

Though we just found out about this property on 
February 13, this property appears to be the 
answer to many prayers. For 18 years, we have 
been looking for a property that would be within 
a certain area of Hyde Park, at a price that we 
could afford, and zoned for religious use. This 
is the first time that we have found any property 
that fits all three of these criteria. In the fall, we had asked a realtor to look for a property, and 
we had come to the conclusion that such a property didn't exist, so we negotiated with our 
current rental facility for a little more office space and planned to move forward. But I was still 
hoping God would surprise us, and I had secretly prayed, “God, if you want to provide a place 
for us, please do it before March 1 when we were going to sign a new lease.” There are many 
other answers to prayer, but I don't have space to share them. What's amazing about this 
property is that it is not only zoned for religious use, but it is practically move-in ready. 

As we've been hearing over the last few months on Sunday mornings, God is able to do 
Immeasurably More Than We Can Imagine. We're asking you to be in prayer for wisdom 
about how God may want you to participate in this as we move into the fundraising portion of 
the journey. You may initially imagine a number to give, but would you specifically ask God, 
“What do You want me to give?” 

What's the goal? 

$800,000 in 8 days. We don't want you to respond immediately. We want you to pray. The 
campaign officially starts on Sunday, February 28. We're seeking to fundraise the ENTIRE 
purchase price of the facility by Sunday, March 6th at 11:59pm CST. If we need to obtain a 
mortgage, at least $200,000 is required for a down payment. 
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How can I give?  

 Our primary need is cash donations. Bank transfer and credit card payments can be made 
on-line directly on our website at http://thevc.org/#/giving/building-fund. 

 You can write a check made payable to Hyde Park Vineyard Church with 'Building Fund' in 
the memo line and mail it to Vineyard Church, 1507 E. 53rd St. #883, Chicago, IL 60615. 

 Other possibilities may include: donating stock (contact Sue Valentine, 
sue@hydeparkvineyard.org); contributing your tax refund; decluttering and selling items 
and donating the proceeds; and checking with your employer for matching gifts. 

We expect that God will challenge and grow you in your faith through this process. We want 
God to speak to you. Our money is God's money anyway. Every gift given in faith of any size 
will honor God. If you would benefit from praying over a specific number, maybe you would 

consider whether God would enable you to give $80, $800, $8,000 (1%), or $24,000 (3%); we 
are also praying that whether inside or outside the church, God would move one or two people 
to give 10% of our goal. 

Personally and ministerially, I have been wrestling with God literally through the night. Though 
I believe this is an answer to prayer, I have been stretched by this step of faith. Personally, 
Aimee and I have been praying about what we can give, looking closely at our finances, and 
choosing to trust God to take care of our family and the future. As a pastor, I have been 
stretched beyond my own faith level in the contract process, in the goal and timeline that God 
put in my heart for the campaign, and in the upcoming transitions for us as a church. I, 
however, have been praying constantly and asking God to give me and all of us courage. 

We'll do our best to keep you informed. If you desire to invite your friends and family to be 
part of this investment in God's work in Chicago, you can share this to them or they can find 
more information on our website, thevc.org. We can also provide specific information for you 
to share on your social media channels. We'll be providing content on our own Facebook and 
Twitter pages that you can share. 

We're anticipating the miraculous; be a part of it! “Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 
us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations.” 
(Ephesians 3:20-21) 

For God's glory, 

 

Rand Tucker, on behalf of the Church Board 
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